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LDS Seek Quick Appeal on Mine permit
BY LINDA FANTIN
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LDS Church officials say they will ask Salt Lake
County commissioners to ieseh-edule a May 20 ap-peal of the church's granite-mining permitio avoid
runner-delays in the project.

But if opponents have fheir way, the rock-removal
operation never will happen.

David Carrier of Salt Lake City doubts The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints can haul 11,400
tons of rock from its Litfle Cottonwood Canvon
prgpertl without causing irreparable damage toihe
hillside. He and rock climber Robert Wuenler nave
urged commissioners to overrule the planning Com-
Ti:rtonl deny the request for a conditional-use per_
mrt, and force the church to look elsewhere foi itsq1ojl. "Obviously, this is the LDS Church,s land,
and they feel free and comfortable doing what they
like with it," Wuebker said Thursday. .,e-ut we hop6
the church can be persuaded not to enforee its will
on an unwilling community."

If not, there is always pian B: Sue."Ideally. we.could git itt ttre paities together in a
noneonrrontatlonal setting and arrive at an authen_
tic consensu:.t9.\e9p wild spaces reasonably wild,,,
wuebker said. ',But we'll use whatever lesit meth-
ods are available to us. . . We ean make it-unpleas-
ant^and expensive for the church to attempt to quar_
ry from the canyon."

- So{ar, church officials have insisted that the stonefor their new assembly building match tha[ of the
Salt Lake-Temple aeross the stieet. But the f 1,400
tons for the assembly building's veneer is far less
than what pioneers carted down Litile Cottonwood
Canyon 140 years ago.

. The church had hoped to start splitting and remov_
rng the boulders this month. But fhat wis before the
Planning Commission attached a list of f 6 pierequi_
1i!91,!ero5e signingoff on the permit, including sirb-
mrsslon of a detailed revegetation plan. And until the

"Obuiously, this is the LDS Church's
land, and they feel free and,

comfortable doing what they like utith
it. But we hope the church can be

persuaded not to enforce its wiil on an
unwilling community."

Robert Wuebker
Rock climber

-
appeal is heard, the chureh cannot proceed with any
site work.

. There ale t_wo possible alternatives to the May 20
date: April 15 orJVIay 6. The first would be a tight
squee-ze given public-notice requirements, and lhe
M.ay 6 meeting appears too boolied to accommodate
what is expected to be a controversial and lengthy
hearing.

- A.llhgugtr Commissioner Randy Horiuchi has not
$9cia,9! whether to yank the churlh's permit, he said
his willing;ress to hear the appeal strouta pui to rest
concerns that he intervened in the approval process
on the church's behalf .

County planner Susan Crook told church architect
{".ry Nielsen that Horiuchi wanted staff to bypass
the Planning Commission and use its authority to
grant the conditional-use permit, according to Niel_
sen's handwritten notes of the Feb. 26 phon"e conver-
sation.

Horiuchi said he had not been contacted by ehurch
officials and that he simply asked county"planner
J.D..Joh-nson what procesi would be app.bpiiat" to
handle the church's request.

Johnson confirmed iliat Horiuchi did not pressure
him to subvert the planning Commission on the gran_
ite-removal permit.
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Shambles, Educator Says
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lSsJic Aptitude Test scores dropped g percent since
1989. A quarter of all high sciroot students do not
graduate, and the dropout rate climbs as high as ?0
percent in inner-eity sehools.

Reversing the downward trend is a matter of res_
urre-cting "old-fashioned virtues," Roche said. He
eited examples of his elementary edueation in a one-
room schoolhouse in Colorado'shocky Mountains, at
a tirye^ when trigh moral standards, irrayer and re_
spect for adults were taught as regulirly as reading
and arithmetie.:d He also cited modern examples, including educa-

_..- tional systems that introduce iompetition a"nO iiee_an market values into the equation. One such school is
the Hillsdale Aeademy-in-Uictrigan, a private ele_

,. i I'i merltary school establiihed by Rolhe i ib-90.-- 
---

re The Academy's ?0 studenis have finished in the
^ -';it'"--e.erican 

educ.ationar system does more iJ$,f,:il'finffi:",11ilTfffdX[:*t test' si'L;
lin"ffif:9$j:*T"i}l1Ti,1i*,ll:.""1;l#*li -lf*:ti*]"S are successrur because they ale sar-
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